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Welcome  
Jocelyn Kane opened the meeting by thanking all attendees for joining this meeting and discussed 
some housekeeping items. She handed the meeting over to the Chair of the Board, Richard Roberts.  
 
Chair’s Remarks   
Rich thanked Jocelyn and greeted those present. He highlighted the fact that the meeting was the last 
of the fiscal year, thanked the staff for their efforts, and reflected on his year of service leading the 
board. He also recognized former chairs in attendance:   
William M. Folberth III ’66 
Bobbi Mark ’76 
Nancy Stratford ’77  
Randolph Nelson ’85 
Thomas Leatherbury ’76 
 
After this, he asked for a moment of silence in memoriam: 
 
Sherwood Anderson, Class of 1955, Berkeley College, Alumni Fund Class Agent 
Samuel Brookfield, Class of 1964, Pierson College, Alumni Fund Class Agent 
Willard Fry, Class of 1955, Jonathan Edwards College, Alumni Fund Class Agent 
Deborah Knuth Klenck, Class of 1980, Graduate School, Alumni Fund Agent 
Leon Vinci, Class of 1977, School of Public Health, Alumni Fund Agent 
 
Current Results 
Rich provided an update on the Alumni Fund's performance thus far in the fiscal year. The Fund has 
received an impressive $10 million since the February meeting, gaining 5,000 donors. He also highlighted 
the importance of the Alumni Fund to Yale in this time, encouraging volunteers to “run through the tape” 
to bring the Fund to a strong finish to the fiscal year.  
 
Schools 
In addition to these impressive results, Rich announced that the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences has 
set a record, having already raised over $2 million, $400,000 more than the previous record. The schools 
of Art, Divinity, Public Health, and Music have also surpassed their goals for the year. Along with this, 
17 Yale College classes have surpassed their dollar goals, including two reunion classes, 1975 and 1985, 
that are set to exceed $1 million this year.    
 
Campaign Progress 
Rich shared an update on the For Humanity campaign progress, revealing that over $14 million had been 
raised and nearly 10,000 gifts received since the last meeting. He expressed his admiration for the 
progress as they approached the final year of the campaign and encouraged everyone to maintain their 
energy and activity. In discussing the campaign’s straight-line projection, Rich proudly noted that the 
fiscal year 2025 projection had already been surpassed. He shared his thoughts on the campaign’s 
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progress and congratulated everyone for their efforts, urging continued dedication in the coming year. He 
then turned the meeting over to Vice Chair Tanya Rivero Warren. 

 
Board Calls to Action 
Tanya Rivero Warren, Vice Chair of the Board, expressed her gratitude to Rich. Reflecting on the year, 
she shared her observations and insights. Tanya then delved into the board’s calls to action.  

Challenges 
Tanya highlighted the successful challenge sponsored by the Executive Committee, which utilized 
$100,000 in matching funds and achieved significant engagement through the group challenge. She also 
discussed the “All Hands April” campaign and its impressive results, emphasizing the efforts made by the 
Executive Committee and staff using traditional and personalized outreach. Emails were sent to 2,000 
alumni by the Executive Committee.  

YAFSA x YAF Mentorship Pilot 
Tanya discussed the YAFSA x YAF Mentorship Pilot, acknowledging the enthusiasm and positive 
feedback from mentors and mentees. She highlighted the valuable opportunity it provides for building 
strong connections and fostering mentorship. She expressed her gratitude to the mentors for their 
participation and shared a mentor’s appreciation of the casual, supportive relationship developed. 

Defending Yale 
Moving on to defending Yale, Tanya underscored the critical nature of the board’s advocacy. She 
articulated the significant impact Yale has across the country, from advancing medical treatments to 
developing cutting-edge technology and expanding educational opportunities. She discussed Yale’s major 
medical advances and groundbreaking discoveries, urging everyone to continue supporting these vital 
efforts. 

Farewell to Departing Board Members 
Tanya recognized the board members who are ending their terms and thanked them for their service 
before she handed the meeting over to Krysten Thomas, Chair of the Nominating Committee.  
 
Nominating Committee and Election of New Members 
Krysten Thomas, Chair of the Nominating Committee, thanked Tanya and introduced herself. She 
discussed the meticulous selection process and the considerations taken into account, such as the 
representation of Yale College and the inclusion of diverse backgrounds. She praised the nominating 
committee’s efforts, particularly highlighting the expansion of the board to include parents and young 
alumni. Krysten thanked the committee members and especially recognized Chris Cole, the Vice Chair, 
for their hard work in compiling an excellent slate of nominees for the Board of Directors. 

Rich Roberts took the floor to call for the approval of the Yale Alumni Fund Board of Directors slate. 
With a successful motion, the slate was unanimously approved. He proceeded similarly with the 
Executive Committee slate, which was also unanimously approved. Rich thanked everyone involved in 
the nominating process and eagerly anticipated welcoming the new members in the summer. 
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Guest Speaker Presentation: Dean Megan Ranney, Yale School of Public Health 
Krysten introduced Dr. Megan Ranney, Dean of the Yale School of Public Health. She provided a 
detailed overview of Dr. Ranney’s esteemed career, highlighting her work as an emergency physician, 
researcher, and advocate for innovative public health approaches. Dr. Ranney’s presentation followed, 
focusing on the intersection of science and society and the ambitious vision she has for the Yale School of 
Public Health. 

Joan O’Neill, Vice President for Alumni Affairs and Office of Development joined Dean Ranney at the 
podium for Q&A. Rich Roberts announced the next meeting date, set for September 8, 2025, at the Yale 
Club of NYC, noting the featured speakers are Joan O’Neill and Stephen Murphy ’87, Vice President for 
Finance and Chief Financial Officer. Rich called for a motion to adjourn the meeting, which was 
seconded and approved, officially closing the session. 

 


